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64 PER CENT OF BRITS ARE WASTING VALUABLE ENERGY  
BY LEAVING HOME APPLIANCES ON STANDBY 

 
People are still contributing to the four million tonnes of extra carbon dioxide 

emissions per year caused by standby power 
 

A survey conducted by Bye Bye Standby®, the energy saving solutions company 

has found that Brits are still clueless when it comes to knowing which home 

appliances are guzzling energy, even when not fully operating. 

 

A shocking 64 per cent of the 1000 people surveyed said they have more than ten 

appliances plugged in at home at any one time. This could represent a massive 

amount of standby power being used by each household. It has been measured that 

around 10 per cent of the average household bill is wasted through gadgets left on 

when not in use.  

 

The survey also asked consumers to select which of the following appliances they 

think have a standby power (ie. washing machines, televisions, tumble dryers and 

dishwashers). The correct answer is in-fact that ALL of the appliances use a standby 

power when they are not in use. 

 

Not surprisingly, the survey revealed that the majority of respondents (90 per cent) 

knew that televisions have a standby power. However, shockingly a large number of 

people questioned didn’t pick out some of the worst standby offenders. 77 per cent 

had no clue that tumble dryers can guzzle as much as 38 per cent of their power 

whilst waiting at the end of a cycle. Equally as confusing, 67 per cent didn’t regard 

dishwashers as having a standby mode – a worrying finding as most are turned on at 

the end of the day and left on all night. Washing machines can use around 20 per 



cent of their normal electricity requirement on standby, and in contrast 66 per cent of 

people in the survey didn’t even know that a washing machine has a standby power! 

 

These results prove that people are still confused about which electrical devices 

could be consuming energy when they think they are switched off. Over £1 billion 

worth of energy is wasted every year by leaving appliances on standby. (Energy 

savings trust). Not all products have an obvious standby power, which is where the 

confusion lies. If it has an external power supply it will use electricity even when off. 

 

 

Geoff Ellis, product director for Bye Bye Standby says, “Many people feel confused 

about just how to reduce their carbon footprint. Our survey showed that people are 

still contributing to the four million tonnes or more of extra carbon dioxide emissions 

caused by standby power, by not unplugging any devices not being used. By making 

a few lifestyle adjustments, it is possible to make a significant impact on climate 

change. There are a variety of products in the Bye Bye Standby range designed to 

cut power to appliances in standby mode; an aid for busy lifestyles, saving 

households precious energy and money.” 

 

Bye Bye Standby is an energy saving kit for the home which allows you to control 

appliances with the aid of a remote control. An innovative new web based system 

has also just been launched to allow users to control home appliances from a remote 

location via the Internet. Some two per cent of Britain’s total electricity use is 

currently taken up by appliances left on stand-by rather than being switched off - 

independent research proves that Bye Bye Standby could save the average 

household £38 per year. 

 

-ENDS- 
 

 
Notes to editors: 
 
What appliances are the worst standby offenders?* 

• Dishwashers left on at the end of their cycle consume 70 per cent of the power 

used when they are running.  



• The average television is left on standby for up to 17.5 hours a day. Last year 

Britain's 62 million television sets consumed about eight per cent of their energy 

consumption in standby mode.  

• Washing machines use just under 20 per cent of their normal electricity 

requirement on standby.  

• Tumble-dryers can use 38 per cent of power while waiting at the end of a cycle.  

• If lights were turned off when not in use it would prevent 375,000 tons of CO2 

emissions and save £55million in bills.  

• There is little difference between the power requirement of digital receivers when 

they are being used and on standby.  

• Other appliances with high standby power are cordless telephones, radios and 

stereos. 

*Energy Saving Trust 

 

• Bye Bye Standby® is available for review, please call Rachel Lear or Louise 

Mapp 0118 988 0501 rachel.lear@ascentpr.co.uk. 

• Bye Bye Standby® can be bought in the high street, at wholesale and online 

including stores such as Comet, Costco, Currys, Waitrose or visit 

www.byebyestandby.co.uk  

• Recommended Retail Price £29.99 

  

About Bye Bye Standby®: www.byebyestandby.co.uk 

Bye Bye Standby® is an energy saving product which allows you to remotely cut 

power to electrical devices when in standby mode.  Bye Bye Standby® is part of the 

Domia Group – a home control specialist and leading developer of smart energy 

solutions. Independent research shows that Bye Bye Standby® will save the average 

UK family household £38 a year, which could represent as much as £940million 

across the nation.  

 
 


